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INTRODUCTION


After Jesus had completed His Sermon on the Mount, the people responded to His message. As you might assume, the responses were varied. No doubt, some would reject His message outright while others would want to consider further what He had said. By and large, however, the response was very favorable, very positive. Let us examine what Matthew had to say about the people’s response. In so doing, we must do as he did, by comparing the teaching of Jesus to that of the scribes.

I.
THE ATTITUDE TOWARD THE TEACHING
1.
Jesus was straightforward in His discussing the Word of God.

2.
The Scribes were traditional in their discussion of the Word of God.

II.
THE ATTRACTION OF THE TEACHING
1. Jesus was simple and certain in His claims when teaching.

2. The Scribes were timid and uncertain of their claims when teaching.

III.
THE APPLICATION OF THE TEACHING
1. Jesus was a serious Teacher; what He taught was always relevant to life.

2. The Scribes were trivial teachers; their teachings impractical & irrelevant.
IV.
THE AUTHORITY OF THE TEACHING

1. Jesus had spiritual power and boldness in His teaching.

2. The Scribes were spiritually toothless (no bite, or authority) because they taught as grammarians.

V.
THE ASTONISHED REACTION TO THE TEACHING

1.
Jesus was surprising and exciting in His teaching because He was the Author.

2.
The Scribes offered tasteless, boring teaching because they were grammarians.

CONCLUSION


The difference in the teaching of Jesus when compared to the scribes was immense. The people recognized that they were in the presence of a special, unique, divinely-inspired Teacher of the Word of God. He spoke forcefully as no one had done before. By the time Jesus entered triumphantly into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday, many would recognize Jesus not only as divinely inspired, but also as the Divine Son of God—God in the flesh! Thus, they spread palm branches and garments as He rode in on the back of the colt, like a King riding in to Jerusalem to claim his kingdom. The crowds cried out, “Hosanna (save)! Blessed is He who comes…. Blessed is the coming of His Kingdom….!

Do you recognize Jesus as the Lord of Glory, the King of Heaven and earth? Have you made Him Lord of your life? If not, you should do so today. If you already have, then celebrate this day of triumph with our Lord as He rides into Jerusalem.

“O that with yonder sacred throng We at His feet may fall!

We’ll join the everlasting song, And crown Him Lord of all;

 We’ll join the everlasting throng, And crown Him Lord of all!”
